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which is practically the only city in Hawaii. " The population of 
Honolulu in 1866 was 13,521, as compared with a population in 
1900 of 39,306, or an increase of practically three-fold in 34 years. 
The largest percentage of increase during any one period was 45.1, 
from 1878 to 1884. Honolulu had a population in 1890 of 22,907, 
showing an increase from 1890 to 1900 of 16,399, or 71.5 per cent." 



SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN RHODE ISLAND. 

Mr. Thomas B. Stockwell, Commissioner of Public Schools of 
Rhode Island, gives in his annual repor.t for 1899 (printed in the 
Thirtieth Annual Report of the State Board of Education of Rhode 
Island, pp. 67-120) information concerning the school attendance 
during that year. 

The census enumeration of pupils of last year was 79,825, or 526 
more than for the previous year. " The greater part of this increase 
is reported to have attended the Catholic schools, the public schools 
having lost a small number, and the army of non-attendants having 
gained. Perhaps this increase in absentees may be more than offset 
by the fact that the number of those who had attended school less 
time than the minimum required by law has fallen off more than a fifth ; 
or the actual loss in the number of these short-timers is nearly three 
times as large as the increase in the number of those not going to 
school at all." 

The number of children between the ages of 5 and 15 years who 
do not attend school is 2039"; over one-half of these reside in Provi- 
dence or Warwick, while the rest " are scattered quite generally over 
the whole State." In this regard, Mr. Stockwell calls attention to a 
recommendation of the factory inspectors in their reports of a year 
ago and of this year : " that, instead of an age limit or test, an educa- 
tional one be applied, viz: that no child under fifteen years of age 
shall be employed who does not hold a certificate from the school 
committee of the town where he resides that he can read and write 
the English language." This, he says, " largely eliminates the age 
question, and substitutes an element that will naturally cause parents 
to seek a certain amount, at least, of schooling for their children. 
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On the other hand, it would be difficult to establish such a standard 
that uniform results could be secured all over the State." 

The regularity of attendance has deteriorated during 1899, the 
"average number belonging" being less by 1090, and the "average 
attendance " by 1283. This, with the large number of non-attendants, 
is regarded as largely due to the prevalence of childhood sicknesses 
and to the increasing precautions taken to prevent their spread by 
contagion. 

There is reported also " for the first time in a number of years . . . 
a decrease in the number of re-enrollments." Yet, in spite of all this, 
the total number of schools has increased by 37, — 55 new graded 
schools having been added, and 18 ungraded schools abolished. The 
school year has, for the first time in nine years, been shortened by 
about one week ; and the total number of teachers has increased by 
61, while the number of experienced instructors is nearly 93 per cent, 
— a larger proportion than has been maintained for many years. 



NOTES. 



Mr. John B. C. Kershaw, in an article entitled An Investigation 
of the Cause of Trade Fluctuations, in the Economic Journal for 
December, 1900 (pages 474-486), presents the theory that, as all 
international trade is, fundamentally, the exchange of products of 
agricultural labor for those of mechanical labor, the volume of trade 
must be dependent on the volume of crops, and a series of bad harvests 
must affect, in more or less exact ratio, the trade of manufactured 
goods. This theory, first pronounced by William Herschell, has 
received support from such economists as Jevons and Giffen ; 
and Mr. Kershaw shows diagramatically. that the fluctuations from 
1856 to 1898 in cotton, wheat, and sugar exported from the United 
Kingdom and in the total crops raised in the chief producing countries, 
tend generally and moderately to substantiate the theory. This cause, 
he regards as co-exista'nt and equally important with the " credit 
cycles " and tariff changes, in its effect in bringing about the periodic 
depressions in trade and commerce. Sufficiently influential is it, 
indeed, that each commodity, regarded with due allowance for " lag " 
effects peculiar to it, may exert, in connection with other products, 
or individually, an effect generally recognizable in the final trade 
fluctuations. 



